thicker branches, and in a single row on each side of the branchlets. The edge of the distal part of the branches shows an undulating, delicate contour, which is very distinctive for the species (Fig. 1A) .
FIGURE 1. Holotype of Leptogorgia cortesi:
A, close up view of branches; B, entire colony; C-E, coenenchymal sclerites; F, anthocodial rods.
Sclerites of the coenenchyme are colourless; the longer ones are spindles (Fig. 1C) , some slightly curved, with up to 12-14 whorls of tubercles, and up to 0.16 mm long and 0.048 mm wide. They have acute tips, one of which can be slightly bent or bifurcated. There are also transitional forms between a capstan and a spindle, with various arrangements of tubercles and warts (Fig. 1C) . The shorter sclerites are tuberculate capstans, with two whorls of warty tubercles and complex terminal clusters, ranging from 0.029-0.075 mm long and 0.019-0.04 mm wide (Fig. 1D) . A small number of crosses are present, up to 0.06 x 0.06 mm long, with tuberculate arms (Fig. 1E) . The polyps are colourless. The anthocodiae have a weak, point-like arrangement of long and narrow, somewhat flattened rods with lobed or indented margins that are sparsely covered with low warts, more concentrated at the ends of the longer rods. The anthocodial rods are up to 0.12 mm long and 0.03 mm wide (Fig. 1F) , and are colourless.
Colour of the colony is white. Distribution. Presently, the species has been found only at the inner rocky coralline reefs of Golfo Dulce. Etymology. The species is named after a long time friend and colleague Jorge Cortés, who first suggested to us to adopt octocorals as a topic of study, and we hereby acknowledge him as a pioneer of marine biodiversity research in Costa Rica.
Discussion. The new species belongs to the Leptogorgia alba-group which unites the species that have white colonies, variable branching pattern, mostly lateral, and polyp-mounds varying from flat to slightly prominent (Guzman & Breedy 2008) . There are six valid species in the Leptogorgia alba-group, the new species differing from the others by having the following unique combination of characters. Firstly; ramifications can be up to seven times; and a few pseudo-anastomoses occur in some parts. Secondly, the polyps retract in prominent mounds that are closely arranged, giving an undulating appearance to the edges of the branches. Finally, the maximum length of spindles is 0.16 mm, having 12-14 whorls of tubercles and frequently a bent end. See Table 1 for details. 
